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“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me...whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine you did for me.” ~ Matthew 25:35-36, 40 NIV

On Our Hearts

“You yourselves are our letter written on our 
hearts, known and read by everyone. You show 
that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our 
ministry written not with ink but with the Spirit 
of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on 
tablets of human hearts.” 2 Corinthians 3:2-3
Have you seen it? Look closely at yourself; if you 
are one of the lucky ones, the face of the Savior 
will be depicted in your life. 
“A famous artist said to a visitor to his studio 
referencing the Lord, ‘If I loved Him more, I should 
paint him better.’ No person could rightly picture 
Christ’s face. For Christ cannot be depicted 
perfectly through an artist’s hand on canvas ‘but 
upon the hearts and in the lives of His people,’ 
the Spirit of God is presenting something of the 
grace and beauty of the Lord Jesus. And, may we 
not each say that ‘If I loved Him more, I should 
express Him better?’ Would it not be so that if 
we were more constantly in His presence, more 
devoted in heart to Him, more faithful to His 
interests here, we should paint His features more 
truly in our lives?” (text taken from “The Lord is 
Near” devotional, 1997, author and Bible teacher, 
John Nelson Darby)
This is the season we celebrate the birth of 
our Savior with song, gift giving, and festive 
events. As an artist paints it on canvas, while 
we celebrate, one way we can paint His features 
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more truly in our lives is by serving and caring for 
the very people He came to serve on this earth.
At Hearts for the Homeless, we strive to represent 
Christ by serving the poor and homeless. Over 
the years, we have brought physical and spiritual 
comfort to tens of thousands through our feeding 
programs that encompass more than “just 
handing out food.” It includes giving or sharing a 
little bit of our hearts. 
This December 24th, Hearts will celebrate 30 
years of reaching out to the hungry, the hurting, 
and the life-challenged. 
It’s not always easy in the natural for many of 
us, but when we focus on the prize of seeing 
someone recognizing our motivation for helping 
them is Jesus, we have then depicted Jesus 
through our hearts and in our lives.
This Christmas we encourage you to spend more 
time in His presence, devote your time and heart 
to Him and be more faithful to align your interests 
with His. Then look around and see who might 
have a need and serve others better with great 
empathy and pure motivation, which is the heart 
of our Savior. 
May the greatest gift of all, Jesus, be under your 
tree this Christmas so that you may receive and 
share Him. We wish you and your loved ones a 
very Merry Christmas!

SUPPORT HEARTS THRIFT SHOP
Come Shop at 890 Tonawanda St.  

MON - SAT 10am - 5pm

Profits help us to help the homeless!

Hearts Thrift Shop

Thrift Shop News

 People/families received clothing at no cost  
to them.

 A man came in to receive clothing at no charge 
and brought with him a powerful testimony. Maria in 
the thrift store was able to pray with him; in return he 
prayed for all of us at Hearts and in the thrift store.  

 When customers come in to shop for thrift shop 
items to give as Christmas gifts, many parents will be 
thrilled to be asked to pick out brand new toys and 
gifts at no charge to give to their families. These gifts 
were donated by the Heim Middle School Boy Scout 
Troop #258. 

Hearts Thrift Shop continues to reach those in 
need; here’s a bit of what’s been happening:

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
unfailing love; according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin.” Psalm 51:1-2

Remember, when you shop you are supporting our 
outreach to the homeless, poor and local community.
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The Face of the Savior

IMMEDIATE FOOD NEEDS HOMELESS OUTREACH
CANNED BEEF STEW, CHILI, BAKED BEANS,  

PARMESAN CHEESE, KIDNEY BEANS
We cannot accept expired or opened containers of food!

In keeping our pantry stocked with canned goods for the hot meals we serve on the 
street, we can use your help to continue our outreach to the COVID homeless shelters 
and to those who come to the Downtown Library. If you would like to organize a food 
drive or donate needed food items, listed below is what our immediate needs are. For 
a complete list of needed food items, please call or email our office at 716-877-3536;  
office@heartsforthehomeless.org, or go to our website at www.heartsforthehomeless.org

Here is his testimony: “I had been a Christian for a 
while and had fallen away and started drinking again. 
On October 12th, I was drinking and I took something 
to sleep after battling pneumonia; I woke up from a 
coma on October 19th which was my dad’s birthday 
who had passed away years ago. I felt like one of the 
thieves on the cross as I asked God why am I still 
here. As I have repented since this, I have no desire to  
drink again.”
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Lives Touched by  
the Mobile Soup Kitchen

Total Clients Served: 1,092 
Homeless: 391 

Male: 581
Female: 111 

Children: 9
Seniors: 25

Meal Bags for Buffalo Dream Center Outreach: 400
Total Volunteer Hours: 176

NOVEMEBER 2020

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6) On 
coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary, and 
they fell down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures 
and presented Him with gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh...  
(Matthew 2:11) Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2  
Corinthians 9:15)

Although it is obvious by our mission that Hearts loves to give gifts. Our 
donors have the same passion too.

This pleasant young girl, Ava, has 
been enjoying giving to the poor and 
homeless each year since the young 

age of 5-years old, from the efforts she 
put into organizing food drives in her 

neighborhood.  

Every year Colvin Cleaners collects coats and distributes them to the community and 
agencies like Hearts. We were able to hand out many of these coats just in one night! 

Huge thanks to Blankets for Buffalo 
716 a newly formed group dedicated 
to collecting, cleaning and distributing 
blankets to WNY’s disadvantaged. We 

helped to distribute some downtown and 
these 2 men received warm blankets 

 – the smiles on their faces need  
no explanation. 

TALK FROM THE STREET & HEART

We are so grateful for all of your 
donations. We also have a bin 
onsite at our outreach center at 
890 Tonawanda Street; you can 
find the bins located in your area 
by going to our website at www.
hear ts for thehomeless.org, 
click on Bin Finder, put in your 
zip code and those in your area 
will appear. 

“Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to  
provide the poor wanderer with shelter” ~IsaIah 58:7

In November, Hearts Harvest Food Pantry Served 20,610 Meals

Households     Infants      Toddlers     Children     Adults     Seniors    Individuals

     754            45              122             635           1,349      139      2,290

Our pantry staff and volunteers welcome those in the community who need the 
help from a food pantry to feed their families, Monday 12 to 4; and Fridays 10 to 2 
at Hearts at 890 Tonawanda St. Riverside.

HEARTS HARVEST FOOD PANTRY 

Lamont joined Hearts last month 
as Outreach Assistant and Cook. 
He gained chef experience at The 
Buffalo Club and most recently 
at the Big Ditch Brewery. His 
non-profit experience came from 
working as a peer mediator and 
community outreach activist at the 
Massachusetts Avenue Project 
- Growing Green community 
garden, where he enjoyed 
tutoring youth that were involved 
in the project. We are so happy to have him on board; he has already been a huge 
blessing. Lamont said, “he is looking forward to staying on at Hearts for a long time 
to come and growing in his position. He finds everyone here so nice to work with.” 
We wish you well in your new position, Lamont!

WELCOME LAMONT MACLIN,  
GOD’S NEWEST GIFT TO HEARTS


