Nourishing the Community
through Dignified Service
™

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me...whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine you did for me.” ~ Matthew 25:35-36, 40 NIV
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On Our Hearts
FRESH PRODUCE

This photo puts into perspective the joy all of us
at Hearts felt when we opened Hearts Thrift Shop
after being shut down by the Coronavirus pandemic.
Slotted into the Phase 2 plan for the reopening of Erie
County, we opened the thrift shop on June 2nd. The
customers were so happy that some were singing
Hallelujah and doing the “happy” dance in our parking
lot. What a great joy we can all share together.
But, most notable of reopening that reminds us of
the reason why we exist, to minister to the people that
come through our doors, we were surprised, when the
first person that came through our door after months
of the store being closed was a woman who became
homeless because of COVID-19 and was staying at
the homeless shelter at ECC Flickinger center, the
very place Hearts dropped off provisions of food and
clothing. After telling us her story, and praying that the
virus wouldn’t affect us, the woman left Hearts with a
small purchase, giving her dignity, and receiving a free
box of produce to nourish her. That first week went on
with customer after customer expressing their delight
over the reopening.
And, although everyone was grateful that all of our
feeding programs are continuing during COVID, they
missed the thrift store and the camaraderie that takes
place here. Well, now they have it back again. The
staff is also happy to return and slipped right back in
as if they’ve never been away. Come see us at Hearts
Thrift Shop and pass on the word we are open again!

God’s Provision Thru You,
Hearts as the Vessel
It has been great to see and hear stories about
everyone who has come out to help all the people in
need throughout Buffalo, nationally and internationally,
during the Coronavirus pandemic. Our programs

at Hearts have benefited from the compassion and
generosity of individuals, agencies, including our
volunteers. You have all made the work we do possible.
The assistance we have received and continue to
receive has allowed us to carry on with our current
programs; and, it also has allowed us to add additional
outreach programs, even beyond those we mentioned
in last month’s newsletter. Our goal is to continue
helping the homeless, the poor, and those hit hard by
the virus.
Some of the additional programs we’ve added last
month are:
PIZZA NIGHTS

We are in our 8th week of sending pizza 2 nights a
week to the COVID-19 Men’s Homeless Shelter, on
the days our volunteers aren’t on the streets feeding.
This way those at the shelter are fed 7 days a week!
And who doesn’t like pizza? We were told how much
they are enjoying it. We will continue with this program
as long as these men are being housed at the shelter.
We received word recently that these homeless men
could feasibly be there through August. If you would
like to support this program, please call our office at
716-877-3536. The cost to send pizza is about $143.00.
Our food pantry, Hearts Harvest Food Pantry, is
open every Monday from 12pm to 4pm and Friday

from 10am to 2pm. We have been able to offer
fresh produce boxes made available from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Farmers to Families
Program. One box has twenty pounds of fresh
produce (see photo above) utilizing local items from
local farmers, and given to individuals and families.
We have been able to provide fresh produce to the
Riverside Community and beyond as we mobilize
the USDA Farmers to Families Food Boxes Program.
We are able to get produce into the hands of anyone
financially impacted by COVID-19.
Hearts also added 2 more mobile food pantry
collaborations this month, for a total of 4; 2 in Riverside
and 2 on the West Side of Buffalo. We are excited to
support the community with more partnerships with
FeedMore WNY and USDA Farmers to Families.

Nick and Hearts Board Member, Kevin pack car
to transport produce boxes to Niagara Falls.
• Last month, while the thrift store was closed, we
continued to provide free clothing to those in need
including for a family that just became homeless and was
staying at the Salvation Army. We gave them summer
clothing, sneakers, shoes, socks and toiletries at no
charge.
• People that have never been homeless before are
finding themselves in need of shelter, food, and clothing.
We pray that the help we give them will get them one step
closer to getting back on their feet again.

Lives Touched by
the Mobile Soup Kitchen

HEARTS HARVEST FOOD PANTRY & CAFÉ

“Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to
provide the poor wanderer with shelter” ~Isaiah 58:7

MAY 2020

Total Clients Served: 1,762
Homeless: 1,341
Male: 1,686
Female: 76
Children: 0
Total Volunteer Hours: 152

Hearts food pantry is a welcomed and trusted resource for the community
members to fill their cupboards and feed their families. From grains to produce to
meat, we provide what’s needed to make breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
In May, Hearts Harvest Food Pantry Served 13,212 Meals
Households
601

Infants

Toddlers

44

128

Children
548

Adults

Seniors

Individuals

944

73

1,737

TALK FROM THE STREET & HEART
Our mobile crews have been
quite busy feeding our homeless
and poor clients at the downtown
library, then running off to take
40 meals over to the Holy Cross
Shelter for the homeless men
being housed there.
Crews have had some great nights
serving the homeless like the night
while serving meals, everyone in
line received Bombas Socks and
when they went to the homeless
shelter, everyone there received
the same socks - everyone loved
the Bombas socks!
Then in early June, Batman showed up and went out with the Saturday
team. He handed out personal care bags to all those standing in line.
What a great day it was.

In May, Hearts Mobile Food Pantry Served 180 Individuals
Households
227

Infants
13

Toddlers
25

Children

Adults

Seniors

Individuals

224

398

41

701

Our offsite mobile food pantry is set up twice a month in Riverside and convenient
for our neighbors to get additional food items during the month.

HELP KEEP OUR STREET FRIENDS
HYDRATED THIS SUMMER
The bottle of water you donate could be the lifeline for someone
this summer. Please bring personal sized bottled water
to our outreach center:
890 Tonawanda St., Buffalo NY 14207
(Riverside section of Buffalo).

IMMEDIATE FOOD NEEDS HOMELESS OUTREACH
BOTTLED WATER, CANNED CHICKEN,
SPAGHETTI SAUCE, BAKED BEANS,
FOLD TOP / ZIPLOCK SANDWICH BAGS
We cannot accept expired or opened containers of food!
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Hearts has also been taking steps to reopen
our red clothing bins that we had to close
during COVID-19. We’ve been getting a lot
of calls from many of you who have been
cleaning out your closets and homes. We are
glad to take your donations at this time. We
have a bin onsite at our outreach center at
890 Tonawanda Street, and you can find the
bins in your area that have been opened at
heartsforthehomeless.org, click on Bin Finder,
put in your zip code and only those that have
been reopened will appear. Thank you for your
patience as we work through this process.

PO Box 437, Buffalo NY 14223
716-877-3536

