Nourishing the Community
through Dignified Service
™

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me...whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine you did for me.” ~ Matthew 25:35-36, 40 NIV
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On Our Hearts

Remembering with Honor & Love
Ardrey Yorko, Hearts Volunteer from 1996 - 2016
Hearts long standing volunteer went on to her
heavenly home last week at the age of 91. She
served at Hearts well into her 80’s and was loved and
admired. Ardrey gave her all for the underprivileged,
starting her morning at Hearts making sandwiches
for the homeless, afternoons were for cleaning up
in the thrift shop, then finished her day by feeding
the homeless at the dinner hour. Her dedication to
serving will never be forgotten at Hearts!

SUPPORT HEARTS THRIFT SHOP
Come Shop at 890 Tonawanda St.
MON - SAT 10am - 5pm
Profits help us to help the homeless!

“Blessed is the one who cares for the poor!” Psalm 41:1 BSB
We are blessed. We serve in confidence and
Eleven-year-old
reassurance that you, our partners, trust us to
Ava, one of our
youngest donors, has
carrying out the programs we undertake daily.
been carrying out
The homeless and poor receive an evening
food drives for the
meal; families in the Blackrock Riverside
homeless since she
area supplement their budget through Hearts
was 5 years old.
Harvest Food Pantry; and Hearts Thrift Shop
continues to reach the community by offering
quality clothing and house wares (donated by
you) at affordable prices and giving at no cost
when the need is made known.
Monthly, we are excited to share all that
we achieve and witness on the street, in our
thrift store, and at the food pantry because of
your partnership.
You are blessed. You allow us to serve and
care for the poor and homeless with ease and
you give in generous portions. No matter what
you are giving, it is meant for someone that
will pass our way. Your finances allow us to
keep the ministry of Hearts for the Homeless’
programs running. Your volunteer time enables
us to run our programs. For caring for these,
you are immeasurably blessed.

Friday crew husband
and wife team, Mike &
Maribeth, load up soup
kitchen bus.

Thrift Shop News
♥ Hearts had the opportunity to be a beacon of hope to
several of our customers in crisis. A long time customer,
Ramona, called to tell us that the apartment building she
(and other customers) lived in on Niagara St. had no heat.
The service contractor noticed that the electrical unit was
in very bad condition. He said the situation was dangerous
and could cause a fire! Hearts provided extra blankets,
flash lights and candles to help our customers get through
a very cold night while the electric was being restored.
♥ With a milder winter this year, Hearts had a large
quantity of winter boots that hadn’t yet sold in the thrift
shop. Kathy in our shoe department put her thinking cap
on and teamed up with staff member, Enette. Enette’s
church has a large number of underprivileged families that
attend there. We were thrilled to be able to pack up several
bags of women’s and children’s boots for Enette to give to
those people in need at her church, at no charge.
We are partnering with a local church that has recently
opened up a children’s pantry called the Children’s
Cupboard. We will be providing them, at no cost, a variety
of baby supplies including diapers, toiletries, clothing, and
miscellaneous items. If you have any infant equipment
(playpens, strollers, carriers, cribs, etc.) and would like to
donate them to this group, you can drop them off at our
outreach center.

♥

Tuesday crew Sharde &
Rose spoon up the hot
meal distribution for the
homeless; donor, Ava
joins in.

They are blessed. Our immediate community and those we
serve at the downtown library receive freely the provisions
we distribute. They are so thankful and hand us their hearts
through their words, a look in their eyes, sighs of relief, and
even smiles on their faces. They know they can depend on us
to be there – we never want to let them down. In their despair,
they have been blessed.
Clients received
Together we can accomplish much more, each of us has a
socks and snacks.
part. We are grateful for each one of you.
“Never be lacking in Zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” Romans 12:11 NIV

As always, if you are interested in supporting us and
want to do some shopping, but can’t make it to the store,
you can shop from the comfort of your home on eBay at
https://ebay.com/usr/heartsthriftshop2011 currently, there
are 376 items for sale. Check us out!

♥

HEARTS THRIFT SHOP
CURRENT SPECIALS

BOGO
Ladies Sweaters, Long Sleeve Shirts, Casual Pants,
Jeans, Skirts, Pajamas, Men’s Long Sleeve Shirts
50% OFF
Vintage Housewares, Pictures & Wall Decor,
Comforters & Blankets

Lives Touched Last Month
“Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to
provide the poor wanderer with shelter” ~Isaiah 58:7

FEBRUARY 2020

Total Clients Served: 1,246
Homeless: 546
Male: 1,003
Female: 232
Seniors: 65
Children: 22
Total Volunteer Hours: 160

TALK FROM THE STREET & HEART

2/1: Served 48. 2/4: Served 82 people a pulled pork and rice
casserole meal; a very large crowd for the beginning of the month.
2/5: Served 52, we handed out 2nd helpings; Pastor Mawia
and Mike prayed for a man with a diagnosis of colon cancer.
2/6: Served 55; 2 came late and were very thankful we had
food left for them. 2/7: Served 48; gave out a fresh orange
to each person in line. 2/8: Served 42; Thank you Harris Hill
UMC’s Sweets for the Soul Group; everyone loves your monthly
delivery if homemade baked goods. 2/11: Served 48; thank you
Friday Night Team Leader, Rick, for filling in as a driver and for
praying a blessing on the food. 2/12: Served 54 – all went well.
2/13: Served 56, including 1 infant on a snowy night; thank you
Board Member Gerald for filling in as a driver tonight. Gerald loves
talking and mingling with the folks waiting in line, what blessing!
2/14: Served 42. 2/15: Served 48. 2/18: Served 74; 7 people
prayed the prayer of salvation. 2/19: Served 65. 2/20: Served 71,
including 2 infants. 2/21: Served 68. Everyone received a brown
duffel bag filled with a winter wear, 2 fleece shirts and toiletries.
They were so excited. 2/22: Served 58, including 2 toddlers. We
saw several men carrying the brown duffel bags they received
the night before and wearing the winter gear. 2/25: Served a
huge crowd of 83; 8 prayed the prayer of salvation. 2/26: Served
another huge crowd of 81. 2/27: Served 49; volunteer John
brought his friend, Doug, to help out tonight. We gave out snacks
wrapped in socks with a message from Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish – the clients loved them! 2/28: Served 47. 2/29: Served 43.

HEARTS HARVEST FOOD PANTRY & CAFÉ
In February, Hearts Harvest Food Pantry Served 6,498 Meals
Households

Infants

Toddlers

Children

Adults

Seniors

719

14

37

201

425

45

As we finished up the second month of this new program, Hearts Harvest
Food Pantry is seeing the reality of the need in our neighborhood for food.
Large numbers of people are coming through our door. The challenge is
keeping the pantry stocked full, with fresh meat and produce to really impact
their food choices for healthy eating. Hearts will continue to look for resources
as the food pantry program evolves. It can only get better, especially once we
are in the new building and really settled in.

Our new Food Pantry is a perfect opportunity to help Hearts serve our
community. There are a variety of tasks to be done, including being a
shopping assistant. If you are interested in volunteering in our Food Pantry,
please call our office at 877-3536.

Hearts Recycle Program

Recycling unwanted clothing restores lives—
new, used, torn, or tattered,
we can repurpose it all!
DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN FIND A BIN AT:
Kenilworth Church of Christ 45 Dalton Drive, Tonawanda 14223
Stuyvesant Plaza 238-274 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo 14222
West Side Value Redemption 327 14th Street, Buffalo 14213
Buffalo Printing 2630 Elmwood Avenue, Kenmore 14217

To find a bin near you, www.heartsforthehomeless.org/bin-finder/

IMMEDIATE FOOD NEEDS
HOMELESS OUTREACH
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Baked Beans & Chili
Parmesan Cheese
Fold Top Sandwich Bags
WE CANNOT EXCEPT EXPIRED FOOD

SCAN to DONATE

All Donations to
Hearts are Tax
Deductible
To make a secure online donation,

www.heartsforthehomeless.org/donate/
“Thank you for joining hands with us to help
the disadvantaged in Buffalo”
“Your generosity allows us to carry out our mission to meet
the demands of those who are living on the streets, and those who
have very little and depend on us.”
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