
Towards the end of September, our poor 
and homeless clients began talking about 
and gearing up for what they knew was 
only a few days away. They look forward to 
October 1st every year. This is the day that 
Hearts adds a hot meal (from October 1st – 
May 1st) to their regular sandwich meal. It is  
also the time of year that churches, area 
businesses, and individuals like to bake and 
prepare extras to go with the meals we serve. 
All who stand in line at the Buffalo & Erie County 
Library downtown receive all these extras along 
with the usual take-away supper we give them.
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“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me...whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine you did for me.” ~ Matthew 25:35-36, 40 NIV
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On Our Hearts

HEARTS THRIFT SHOP 
CURRENT SPECIALS

SUPPORT HEARTS THRIFT SHOP
Come Shop at 890 Tonawanda St.  

MON - SAT 10am - 5pm
Profits help us to help the homeless!

 
  A letter we received from a customer is worth 

sharing again: “Back in the mid-90’s I lived in Riverside. 
I was a single mom-very young, and according to 
economic guidelines living in poverty. I remember how 
much your (thrift) store meant to someone like me, trying 
to make ends meet. Many, many times I purchased 
clothing for my young daughter, or household goods. 
Things became better for me and in 1999; I became a 
nurse and moved out of Riverside to the suburbs. A few 
years ago, I began seeing your donation bins around, I 
was so glad to be able to give back to an organization 
that I felt actually helped me in my time of need. Today, 
I was in the Riverside area for the first time in a very 
long time, so I stopped in. The store looked almost the 
same and I browsed for a long time; but, mostly I people 
watched. I watched a young mom that could have been 
me 20 years ago purchase winter coats for her kids. I 
watched an older man looking for work pants for a job 
he just got, and another woman trying on winter hats. 
I understand your organization is based on helping the 
homeless, but I hope you understand how much your 
organization helps others out as well. Keep up the good 
work!”

Hearts Thrift Shop

Ladies Dress Scarves BOGO
ALL Decorative Pillows 50% off

House wares with pink or green tags 50% off

♥  

Thrift Shop News

 Hearts Thrift Shop was able to help a young 
man currently a resident at the Buffalo Psychiatric 
Center who came from out of town. He was in need 
of clothing, boots, and outerwear. His sister came to 
pick up the clothing at no cost their family. She was so 
grateful for the help her brother received from us. She 
ended up blessing Hearts in return as she spent time 
shopping for herself. She even picked up more items 
for her brother and paid for those as well.

♥  

Hearts for the Homeless has been partnering 
with local outreaches for many years so that 
each day of the week a meal is available 
for those in need. During the fall and winter 
seasons, Canisius College Campus Ministry 
provides a sandwich ministry on Sundays 
at the same place Hearts feeds at the 
downtown library. The Salvation Army also 
has a sandwich ministry that they provide on 
Mondays. This allows our clients to receive 
a take-away meal 7 days a week during the 
coldest season of the year.
This year’s fall season has us hitting the 
ground running. We’ve already received 
snacks bags with encouraging scripture 

CALLING ALL CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAKERS 
Every year, Hearts for the Homeless partners with the 
Buffalo Dream Center to give the poor and homeless a 
Christmas Eve Celebration and Holiday Dinner. 300 Dozen 
Christmas cookies are needed so each guest can leave with 
a bag of homemade cookies at the end of the event. 

Can you add a couple dozen cookies to your holiday baking? Christmas Cookies of any kind. 
Email hearts4@roadrunner.com, or call Donna at 877-3536. 

Drop off would be at 890 Tonawanda St., Buffalo, 14207 (Riverside)
DEADLINE FOR COOKIES - NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, DEC. 20TH 

If you can’t bake, perhaps you can share this information with someone you know who might be able to bake!

Partnering with Other Outreaches 
Ensures Clients Eat Every Day

notes, bologna sandwich meal bags 
embellished with encouraging messages, 
homemade muffins, and even a youth 
group came and handed out socks to our 
clients. 
Hearts does our very best to provide for the 
needs of the poor and homeless through 
all of your donations – food, clothing, 
toiletries, blankets, and yes, dry socks! 
What could be more comforting after 
walking in the cold elements outside than 
eating a hot meal and putting on a nice pair 
of warm socks!
Here is the current list of items we collect 
during the winter months: Brand New or 
Gently Used – Warm Gloves, Thermal 
Socks, Face Masks, Hats, Boots, 
Sweatshirts, Sweatpants, Fleece or 
Flannel Shirts, Jackets Winter Coats, 
Blankets, and Sleeping Bags.

Happiness is a Hot Meal and Dry Socks

We are in need of gently used and new  
Bibles to fulfill the requests of out poor and  
homeless clients.



Lives Touched Last Month
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“Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to  
provide the poor wanderer with shelter” ~IsaIah 58:7

Total Clients Served: 936 
Homeless: 354 

Male: 743 
Female: 181 
Seniors: 64 

Children: 12 
Total Volunteer Hours: 168

SEPTEMBER 2019

TALK FROM THE STREET & HEART
9/3: Served 43; clients are asking for socks, under wear, book 
bags, and blankets – starting to prepare for the cold season ahead. 
9/4: Served 43 again; Nick from Hearts’ office has joined our team! 
We are grateful to have him aboard. 9/5: Served 32; on this very 
hot night we served frozen bottled water. We also gave out all the 
clothes on board the bus. We showed clients the photos we took 
of them that were in Hearts August newsletter – they were thrilled! 
9/6: Served 38. 9/7: Served 41. 9/10: Served 49; 6 prayed the 
prayer of salvation. 9/11: Served 39. 9/12: Served 44; we gave 
out sleeping bags. Volunteer John brought ice cream to give out – 
clients loved it!! We also had a college student, Rose, volunteer with 
us tonight, she was great! She will be with us for the next 2 months.
9/13: Served 37. 9/14: Served 33; asking for book bags. 
9/17: Served 53; asking for socks, back packs, sneakers, and 
winter hats. 9/18: Served 63; all went well. 9/19: Served 52; nice 
warm evening; we handed out t-shirts; and everyone received an 
extra bottle of water. 9/20: Served 46. 9/21: Served 44; asking 
for deodorant and socks. 9/24: Served 64; 8 prayed the prayer of 
salvation. 9/25: Served 52; Pendleton United Methodist Church 
Vacation Bible School kids made up snack bags with water, a variety 
of snacks and a scripture sentiment – they were well received 
and made clients happy – a nice night overall. 9/26: Served 55 
very hungry clients – they couldn’t get enough, eating very fast; 
they were happy to hear hot meal season starts next week. We 
let some 11 year old neighborhood kids on the bus for a tour and 
answered a million questions about what we do! 9/27: Served 
46; thank you Zion Dominion Church, we appreciate all your help 
tonight. 9/28: Served 62; asking for socks, razors, sleeping bags 
and back packs. Thank you Lord for helping us feed your people!

Have you ever thought about joining Hearts Mobile 
Crew, to help feed the homeless & poor? Email office@

heartsforthehomeless.org, call our office at 716-877-3536, or 
fill out an application online at heartsforthehomeless.org

We Were Touched by a Statement that One of Our Volunteers 
Made Recently; we want to share 
it with you. This photo is of Frank 
Saladyga who has been volunteering 
with us since June, 2018.  Frank took 
a couple weeks off this summer to 
visit his brother in Maine. But, prior 
to going he was so concerned about 
leaving his post as a volunteer, he 

said, “I hope the clients will be okay that I won’t be around for a couple 
weeks. Will you tell them I’m not leaving them and I’ll be back soon 
to take care of their needs?” Frank’s words encapsulate the caliber 
and genuine concern of all the volunteers that serve at Hearts for 
the Homeless. Hearts never wants to take for granted the loyalty and 
dedication of those that serve as volunteers with us – so many who 
have been serving for 10, 15+ years. We are so grateful for each one. 

IMMEDIATE FOOD NEEDS
Canned Chili

Beef Stew
Parmesan Cheese

Baked Beans
Spaghetti Sauce

 Mayonnaise 
(We cannot use outdated/expired food)

Hearts Recycle Program

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN FIND A BIN AT:

To find a bin near you, www.heartsforthehomeless.org/bin-finder/

Church Zealmart 2159 Genesee Street, Buffalo 14211
Belltower Apartments 42 Haley Lane, Cheektowaga 14225
A to Z Discount 1243 Abbott Road, Lackawanna 14218 
Dandelions Restaurant 1340 North Forest, Williamsville 14221

“Thank you for joining hands with us to help
 the disadvantaged in Buffalo” 

“Your generosity allows us to carry out our mission to meet
the demands of those who are living on the streets, and those who 

have very little and depend on us.”

To make a secure online donation, 
www.heartsforthehomeless.org/donate/

SCAN to DONATEAll Donations to 
Hearts are Tax 

Deductible

Recycling unwanted clothing restores lives—
new, used, torn, or tattered, 
we can repurpose it all! 

Do you have 2 hours available one night a week and interested in helping 
feed the homeless? Email office@heartsforthehomeless.org, call our office at 
716-877-3536, or fill out an application online at heartsforthehomeless.org


