Nourishing the Community
through Dignified Service
™

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me...whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine you did for me.” ~ Matthew 25:35-36, 40 NIV

The official monthly newsletter of Hearts for the Homeless of WNY, Inc.®

On Our Hearts

Feeding the Homeless & Poor - A Portrait of an Evening Out

There’s nothing like photos to describe what actually happens when Hearts goes out to feed the poor and
homeless. Crew members find their niche from the list of tasks at hand and the evening outreach falls into place.
Each picture portrays an authentic story and glimpse into the interactions between our team and street friends;
the relationships built; and even relationships between street friends (these photos are courtesy of our Tuesday
Night Mobile Crew).
(Left) After loading up the bus with food,
clothing, toiletries, blankets and cold
water, Hearts’ Tuesday Night Mobile
Crew drives downtown on Hearts Mobile
Soup Kitchen bus for an evening of
serving the homeless & poor.

AUGUST 2019
Hearts Thrift Shop

SUPPORT HEARTS THRIFT SHOP
Come Shop at 890 Tonawanda St.
MON - SAT 10am - 5pm
Profits help us to help the homeless!

Thrift Shop News
(Below) Frank signs in the clients and
hands out razors that he personally
donates each week.

♥ Muslim woman asked for prayer: As we have

shared in the past, our staff prays everyday for the
Riverside community. And, many times people come
in and request prayer right in the midst of our thrift
shop. Recently, staff member, Tess, was approached
by a Muslim woman who was whispering to her, “Are
you a Christian?” It was so low Tess wasn’t sure what
she was saying and asked her to repeat the question
which was followed by another whispered question,
“Will you pray for me?” Even our Muslim friends know
where they can feel comfortable and trust us with their
requests. Tess prayed for our Muslim friend and we
know that God will use Tess’ prayers for the greater
good for her.

♥ Fall shopping, back to school: Get ready! The fall

(Above) Some team members, like Kirsten,
need to stay on the bus to prepare the take
away bags for handing out to clients.
(Right) Brian shakes hands with a very happy
client who received boots the week before
and points out Frank who donated them. This
man was not only thrilled to have received
the boots, but so appreciative to be the one
chosen to receive them, especially after he
researched them on the library’s computer
and found out how expensive they were!

season is approaching and Hearts wants to help you
prepare. Quality back to school clothing for kids of all
ages, at very affordable prices, will begin to show up on
our racks soon. As always, you will also find adult sizes
in clothing for work or play in beautiful fall colors. Check
us out first before paying full price at other stores.

HEARTS THRIFT SHOP
CURRENT SPECIALS
For the crafter in you
Yarn and Craft bags 50% off
House Wares with Pink and
Yellow Tags 50% off
Ladies Sleeveless Shirts 3/$7
Ladies Long Sleeve Shirts BOGO

Feeding the Homeless & Poor (cont)

TALK FROM THE STREET & HEART

Team leader Rob, makes sure everyone receives prayer;
praying behind Rob is long time team member, Ron, who
faithfully volunteers amidst his own battle with Parkinson’s.

7/2: Served 48; 7 people prayed the prayer of salvation. 7/3: Served 38.
7/5: Served 28. 7/6: Served 39. 7/9: Served 67; 9 prayed for salvation.
7/10: Served 54; all went well, it was a good night! 7/11: Served 46; a hot
summer evening; but, everyone that came to eat was blessed. 7/12: Served 40.
7/13: Served 26. 7/16: Served 65. A man ran right up to us, to our surprise,
he requested prayer and not concerned about getting food. As we prayed for
him, he dropped to his knees and cried. 7/17: Served 62. 7/18: Served 46; we
loaded up the bus with lots of cold water on this very hot night. While getting
gas for the bus we saw a lady who told us that Hearts helped her get a home!
7/19: Served 34. 7/20: Served 32; clients looking for socks, razors, and
backpacks. 7/23: Served 58; 6 prayed for salvation…after he prayed, one man
said, “I feel a lot better now.” 7/24: Served 65; one homeless man prayed for our
Wednesday team. With tears in his eyes, he said, “You have been here religiously
and blessed us – you come every week with the same spirit every time. It’s time
for us to appreciate you. Thank you.” 7/25: Served 73; clients happy to receive
cold water. 7/26: Served 64. 7/27: Served 51; clients asking for t-shirts and
socks. 7/30: Served 66; we prayed with 3 people for salvation. 7/31: Served 64.

Brian is determined to make sure everyone in line receives
clothing, shoes, blankets or toiletries as they work their way
through the feeding line. Brian is shown giving a sleeping bag
to a very happy client.

Lives Touched Last Month
“Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to
provide the poor wanderer with shelter” ~Isaiah 58:7

JULY 2019
Total Clients Served: 1,066
Homeless: 335
Male: 794
Female: 240
Seniors: 70
Children: 32
Total Volunteer Hours: 170.5

At the end of the night, any leftovers are given to anyone who stays for
seconds. This photo shows one very hungry client who received 3 extra
sandwiches sharing with another client who didn’t get a 2nd helping.

FOOD NEEDS IN PREP FOR FALL
Canned Chili
Beef Stew
Parmesan Cheese

Clients line up to receive a meal. Hearts does not leave until
each person in line gets at least one meal.

Baked Beans
Spaghetti Sauce

(We cannot use outdated/expired food)

Have you ever thought about joining Hearts Mobile Crew, to help feed the
homeless & poor? Hearts’ Wednesday and Saturday crews have openings
for a volunteer. Email office@heartsforthehomeless.org, call our office at
716-877-3536, or fill out an application online at heartsforthehomeless.org
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