
WINTER NEEDS 
FOR THE HOMELESS

Brand New or Gently Used – 
Warm Gloves, Thermal Socks,

Face Masks, Hats, Boots,
Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,

Fleece or Flannel Shirts & Jackets
Winter Coats, Blankets, Sleeping Bags
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THRIFT SHOP NEWS

THE GOOD SAMARITAN IN RIVERSIDE

 One of our regular customers, March, was in 
the store shopping a couple weeks ago. She 
had her newborn baby with her while her other 
2 children were at school. She purchased 
several items that day. Upon leaving, she put 
her newborn daughter into the car, loaded the 
merchandise she just bought, then drove off 
not realizing she left something behind. 
 A Good Samaritan was walking by and 
noticed that she left a car seat on the curb. The 
Good Samaritan brought the car seat into 
Hearts Thrift Shop and told us what happened. 
We were able to return the car seat to March, 
our customer, who told us, “She knows God 
was watching out for her.” The car seat had 
cost her $300. 
 This incident was very encouraging to all of 
us at Hearts. Not only were we glad that March 
got her car seat back; but, we also got a 
glimpse at the goodness of one of our 
neighbors. In an area that is overcast with 
negative activity, this event reminded us of 
those in our community, and those who shop in 
our thrift store, that have good virtues and 
morals. We pray that together we can share 
these values with those who are struggling. 

ON OUR HEARTS:       
Message from Ron Calandra

PARTNERSHIP WITH BLACK ROCK 
RIVERSIDE EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY

The Black Rock Riverside area, where 
Hearts’ ministry center is located, has 
a local food pantry that has provided 

emergency food services to the Black Rock 
and Riverside communities through their pantry 
since 1993; they are a member agency of the 
Food Bank of WNY. The food pantry has been 
operating under the auspices of All Saints Parish 
until recently. Due to the passing of Mary, the 
woman who connected the two entities, All 
Saints is no longer able to sponsor them.
 Hearts for the Homeless in partnership with 
the Black Rock Riverside Emergency Food 
Pantry is legally able to help them keep their 
food pantry running by acting as their umbrella. 
Hearts, as a tax exempt entity under IRC 501(c)
(3), can sponsor this pantry operations while 
they complete the process to get their own IRC 
501(c)(3) nonprofit status. 

 We are excited to officially announce Hearts’ 
new partnership with the Black Rock Riverside 
Emergency Food Pantry for the purpose of 
sponsorship to help them continue with the work 
they have been doing in the community. Black 
Rock Riverside pantry will still be responsible for 
the operation of the pantry and it will be business 
as usual in helping local families keep their 
cupboards filled with nutritious food, especially 
as the holidays and cold weather approach.
 As Hearts for the Homeless continues to 
prepare for the opening of our own new Hearts 
Harvest Food Pantry & Café, we felt an obligation 
to our neighbors in need to assist those who 
have been operating the current one in our 
area. This partnership will also be a blessing by 
helping us glean knowledge in running a pantry 
as we come alongside the leadership there. 
 Please keep them in your prayers as they 
begin the legal process to get their IRC 501(c)
(3); and, for the many families that they come in 
contact on a regular basis. 

HOMELESS ARTIST
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our Wednesday Mobile Crew Leader, Steve 
Ash, shared a story last week about one of our 
clients that really touched his heart. They call 
the client Sarge. When Sarge came to the front 
of the line he began to tell Steve that he needed 
$10. Steve told Sarge, as much as he would like 
to help him, giving money was against the rules 
of Hearts Mobile Soup Kitchen. Sarge was fine 
with that and he understood. Steve of course felt 
bad; but, knew he did the right thing. 
 Towards the end of the night, Steve saw 
Sarge with some artwork in his hands and 
asked Sarge what they were. Sarge brought out 
a framed picture of a drawing of a woman’s face 
with the hairline shaped into a musical note. The 
artwork was done very professionally. When 
Steve saw that it was signed by Sarge’s birth 
name, he commented on how well done it was 
and asked him what he was going to do with it. 
Sarge said, “Sell it!” This gave Steve the 
opportunity to ask Sarge how much it was; and, 
when Sarge said $10, Steve grinned and said, 
“For that wonderful piece of artwork, I would be 
happy to give you $10.” Steve was glad he 
could help Sarge, and certainly that made Sarge 
happy too!
 Hearts is hoping to provide art supplies and 
frames for Sarge, to encourage him to keep up 
the excellent work (especially if he can sell more 
of his work and continue to make some money 
here and there).

SUPPORT HEARTS THRIFT SHOP
Come in and Shop at 890 Tonawanda St.

Monday – Saturday • 10am – 5pm
Profits help us to help the homeless!

IMMEDIATE FOOD NEEDS 
GRAPE JELLY, CANNED CHICKEN

SPAGHETTI SAUCE, CREAM OF CHICKEN, 
CREAM OF MUSHROOM SOUPS 

(NO OTHER SOUPS NEEDED)

HEARTS THRIFT SHOP 

There is still plenty of holiday 
merchandise in the store to 

decorate your home. 
We also have holiday clothing, 

quality warm winter coats & boots. 
Don’t miss out.



TALK FROM THE STREET & HEART:
10/2: Served 46; clients asking for razors, book 
bags, hoodies, blankets, and sleeping bags. 
10/3: Served 37; clients still enjoying the extra 
bottles of water. 10/4: Served 30; thank you to our 
community service workers for helping out. Men’s 
XL coats are needed. 10/5: Served 31. 10/6: Served 
47; clients asking for razors, jackets, soap, and 
backpacks. 10/9: Served 60; 7 prayed the prayer of 
salvation; asking for hoodies. 10/10: Served 54; we 
handed out Bugle snacks and everyone got an extra 
bottle of water. 10/11: Served 50; clients loved the 
crackers we gave them with their chili; we also gave 
out a lot of blankets; all of our regular clients showed 
up tonight. 10/12: Served 36; clients got more Bugle 
snacks tonight. 10/13: Served 29; Bugle snacks 
again, clients love the extras! 10/16: Served 67; 
handed out all the resource & shelter sheets. 
10/17: Served 61; clients asking for blankets, 
gloves, jackets. 10/18: Served 53, clients loved the 
beef stew; we gave out lots of coats; clients are in 
need of blankets too. 10/19: Served 50. 
10/20: Served 50; asking for gloves and 2x hoodies. 
10/23: Served 68 – 2 kids; 6 prayed the prayer of 
salvation. 10/24: Served 69; all went well. 
10/25: Served 73; our young volunteer, Isaac, was 
disco dancing with the clients and they had a ball! 
10/26: Served 53; clients appreciated the blankets, 
clothing, and bags. Thank you Zion Dominion for 
serving with us tonight. 10/27: Served 70; asking 
for more blankets. 10/30: Served 75; asking for bar 
soap & razors; 4 prayed the prayer of salvation – we 
need more Bibles. 10/31: Served 66.

HEARTS FOR THE HOMELESS OF WNY®, INC.
MOBILE SOUP KITCHEN
P.O. BOX 437
BUFFALO, NY 14223

716.877.3536

“CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED”

VISIT US ONLINE AT:  heartsforthehomeless.org

ALL DONATIONS TO HEARTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 

Total Clients Served:  1,168
Homeless:  557
Male:  926
Female:  235
Seniors:  44
Children:  7 
Total Volunteer Hours:  158

Lives Touched 
Last Month

OCTOBER, 2018
“Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide 

the poor wanderer with shelter...?”  ~Isaiah 58:7
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NORTHTOWNS  
Amherst Baptist Church
100 Willow Ridge Dr.
Amherst, NY 14228
Eaton Office Supply
180 John Glenn Dr.
Amherst, NY 14228
Getzville Plaza
2343 Millersport Hwy.
Getzville, NY 14068
Busch Floor Company
2727 Elmwood Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
Eco Mart
2355 Elmwood Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
Niagara Computer
40 Locust St.
Lockport, NY 14094

EAST/WEST & SOUTHTOWNS 
Miller’s Bulk Foods & Bakery
10858 Ridge Rd.
Medina, NY 14103
The Oak Grill & Cafe
7062 Lewiston Rd.
Olcott, NY 14126
Grace in Community Church
11269 Broadway 
Alden, NY 14004
Seneca Health Care
2987 Buffalo St.  
West Seneca, NY 14224
Shop & Save
10 Buffalo St.
Gowanda, NY 14070
Get Your Nickel Back
112-114 East Main St.
Fredonia, NY 14063

Village Glass
24 N. Main St.
Franklinville, NY 14737
Jamestown Rental Properties
303 Lafayette
Jamestown, NY 14701

CITY   
AC Lofts
136 North Division St.
Buffalo, NY 14203
Carm and Sal Auto Service
1460 Niagara St.
Buffalo, NY 14213
Hewitt International
1585 Hertel Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14216
A & H Grocery & Deli
2248 Amherst St.
Buffalo, NY 14207

WE NOW HAVE 400+  
CONVENIENT DROP-OFF LOCATIONS!

Thank you all for placing a bin. Please use our  
Drop-Off Locations or Visit and Shop at... 

HEARTS THRIFT SHOP  
890 Tonawanda St. in Riverside • Mon–Sat: 10am – 5pm

Please call our office at 877-3536 if you need a donation receipt.
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